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C I T Y  O F  E V E R E T T  

Permit Services 

F A M I L Y  H O M E  C H I L D  C A R E  H A N D O U T  
 
Planning Division determines applicable zoning code requirements.  Licensing and compliance for the facility 
is handled by the Department of Early Learning (DEL), phone:  425-339-1768.  For building revisions, a 
permit application is required:  refer to the City of Everett Residential Construction Submittal Checklist. 
 
FAMILY HOME CHILD CARE EXITS excerpt from WAC Title 170-296A-4400  
Refer to http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=170-296A for complete requirements. 
1. Family home child care is for the care of twelve or fewer children in the family living quarters, where the 

licensee resides, per WAC chapter 170-296A and RCW 43.215.010(1)(c). 
2. Each floor level used for family child day care purposes shall be served by two remote means of egress.   
3. Exterior exit doors shall be operable from the inside without the use of keys or any special knowledge or 

effort.  
4. Basements located more than 4 feet below grade level shall not be used for family child day care homes 

unless one of following conditions exists:  
a. Stairways from the basement open directly to the exterior of the building without entering the 

first floor; or  
b. One of the two required means of egress discharges directly to the exterior from the basement 

level, and a self closing door is installed at the top or bottom of the interior stair leading to the 
floor above; or  

c. One of the two required means of egress is an operable window or door, approved for 
emergency escape or rescue, that opens directly to a public street, public alley, yard or exit 
court; or  

d. A residential sprinkler system is provided throughout the entire building in accordance with 
National Fire Protection Association Standard 13D.  

5. Floors located more than 4 feet above grade level shall not be occupied by children in family day care 
homes.  

Exceptions:  
1. Use of toilet facilities while under supervision of an adult staff person.  
2. Family child day care homes may be allowed on the second story if one of the following 

conditions exists:  
2.1 Stairways from the second story open directly to the exterior of the building without 

entering the first floor; or  
2.2 One of the two required means of egress discharges directly to the exterior from the 

second story level, and a self closing door is installed at the top or bottom of the 
interior stair leading to the floor below; or  

2.3 A residential sprinkler system is provided throughout the entire building in accordance 
with National Fire Protection Association Standard 13D.  

6. Every sleeping or napping room in a family child day care home shall have at least one operable window 
for emergency rescue.  

Exception:  Sleeping or napping rooms having doors leading to two separate means of egress, or a 
door leading directly to the exterior of the building.  

7. Rooms or spaces containing a commercial-type cooking kitchen, boiler, maintenance shop, janitor 
closet, laundry, woodworking shop, flammable or combustible storage, or painting operation shall be 
separated from the family child day care area by at least one-hour fire-resistive construction.  

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=170-296A
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Exception:  A fire-resistive separation shall not be required where the food preparation kitchen 
contains only a domestic cooking range, and the preparation of food does not result in 
the production of smoke or grease laden vapors.  

 

APPLICABLE CODES AND REFERENCES 

 Licensed Family Home Child Care Standards, WAC chapter 170-296A  

 2009 International Residential Code, section R326, Family Child Day Care Homes 

 


